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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent . 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable by La 
Medica, Jr. et al (6625451). 

3. Regarding claim 1 Medica, Jr. et al teaches in a mobile station including a 
preferred roaming list, a system acquisition procedure comprising the steps of (fig. 6): 

maintaining a list of unusable (PRL-Non Preferred) wireless communications 
systems, each entry of a wireless communication system in the list of unusable wireless 
communications systems including a system identifier and corresponding avoidance 
criterion (set time period or until completion of one call then exits) (col. 18, lines 30-65, 
col. 20, lines 27-45); 

selecting a wireless communications system from the preferred roaming list of 
wireless communication system in accordance with a predetermined system acquisition 
sequence, each entry of a wireless communication system in the preferred roaming list 
including system identifier (col. 17, lines 21-50, col. 19, lines 10-35); 
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attempting to acquire and register with the selected wireless communications 
system when the selected wireless communication system is determined to be a 
useable wireless communication system ("SID" that matches an identifier of a preferred 
system stored in PRL memory of the handset) (col. 17, lines 21-50, col. 19, lines 10-35); 

repeating the step of selecting when the selected communication system is 
determined to be an unusable wireless communication system (col. 18, lines 30-65, col. 
20, lines 27-45, col. 19, lines 10-25); 

wherein the selected wireless communications system is determined to be an 
unusable wireless communication system when a system identifier for the selected 
wireless communication matches a system identifier in the list of unusable wireless 
communications systems and when avoidance criterion corresponding to the system 
identifier in the list of unusable wireless communication system is satisfied (col. 18, lines 
30-65, col. 20, lines 27-45). 

Regarding claim 12 Medica, Jr. et al teaches in a mobile station, a method for 
marking wireless communications systems as unusable wireless communications 
systems comprising the steps of (fig. 6): 

maintaining a list of unusable wireless communications systems, each entry of a 
wireless communications systems in the list of unusable wireless communications 
systems including a system identifier and corresponding avoidance criterion (col. 17, 
line 13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35); detecting a communications failure 
associated with a currently selected wireless communications system (col. 17, line 13- 
col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35); and 
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adding a record to the stored list of unusable wireless communications systems, 
the added record including an identifier of the currently selected wireless 
communications system and corresponding avoidance criterion based on the detected 
communications failure, wherein the currently selected wireless communications 
system is unusable while the corresponding avoidance criterion is satisfied (col. 17, 
line 13-col. 18, line 65, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 17 Medica, Jr. et al teaches a mobile station comprising (figs. 1- 

6): 

a memory storing a preferred roaming list of wireless communications systems, 
the preferred roaming list including a first plurality of system identifiers and 
corresponding acquisition parameters for corresponding unusable wireless 
communications systems (col. 18, lines 30-65, col. 20, lines 27-45); and 

processing circuitry adapted to create and maintain a list of unusable wireless 
communications systems, the list of unusable wireless communications systems being 
stored in the memory and including a second plurality of system identifiers and 
corresponding avoidance criterion for corresponding unusable wireless 
communications systems, 

wherein a selected wireless communications system from the preferred roaming 
list is determined to be an unusable wireless communications systems when a system 
identifier for the selected wireless communication system matches a system identifier in 
the list of unusable systems and the avoidance criterion corresponding the system 
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identifier in the list of unusable wireless communication system is satisfied (col. 18, lines 
30-65, col. 20, lines 27-45). 

Regarding claim 2 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein each system identifier 
identifies at least one wireless communications system (col. 17, linel 3-col. 18, line 13, 
col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 3 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein each wireless system 
identifier includes a frequency (col. 15, lines 53-65, col. 17, linel 3-col. 18, line 13, col. 
19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 4 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein each wireless system 
identifier includes a SID/NID pair that uniquely identifies a wireless communications 
system (identifies foreign wireless communication systems is NID) (col. 15, lines 53- 
65). 

Regarding claim 5 Medica, Jr. et al teaches detecting a communications failure 
with a wireless communications system and adding a new entry to the list of unusable 
wireless communications systems, the new entry including an identifier of the failed 
wireless communications system and corresponding avoidance criterion (col. 17, line 
13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 6 Medica, Jr. et al teaches assigning an avoidance duration to 
the detected system failure and calculating an avoidance time before which the failed 
wireless communications system is unusable, the avoidance time equal to a current 
time plus the avoidance duration, wherein the avoidance criterion includes the 
avoidance time (col. 18, lines 30-65). 
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Regarding claim 7 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein the avoidance criterion is 
satisfied if the stored avoidance time is greater than the current time (col. 18, lines 30- 
65). 

Regarding claim 8 Medica, Jr. et al teaches maintaining a list of detectable 
wireless communications failures, each detectable wireless communications failure 
having a corresponding avoidance duration; locating the detected system failure in the 
list of wireless communications failures; and using the corresponding avoidance 
duration in the step of calculating (col. 17, line 13-col. 18, line 65, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 9 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein the step of detecting 
includes the step of detecting failed attempts to acquire and register with the selected 
wireless communications system (col. 17, line 13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 10 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein the steps of selecting and 
attempting are repeated until the mobile device successfully acquires and registers 
with the selected wireless communication (col. 17, line 13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 
10-35). 

Regarding claim 11 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein the wireless 
communications systems are selected from the preferred systems list in a 
predetermined order of desirability (col. 17, line 13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 13 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein each system identifier 
identifies at least one wireless communications system (col. 17, line13-col. 18, line 13, 
col. 19, lines 10-35). 
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Regarding claim 14 Medica, Jr. et al teaches detecting a communications failure 
with a wireless communications system and adding a new entry to the list of unusable 
wireless communications systems, the new entry including an identifier of the failed 
wireless communications system and corresponding avoidance criterion (col. 17, line 
13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 15 Medica, Jr. et al teaches assigning an avoidance duration to 
the detected system failure and calculating an avoidance time before which the failed 
wireless communications system is unusable, the avoidance time equal to a current 
time plus the avoidance duration, wherein the avoidance criterion includes the 
avoidance time (col. 18, lines 30-65). 

Regarding claim 16 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein the avoidance criterion is 
satisfied if the stored avoidance time is greater than the current time (col. 18, lines 30- 
65). 

Regarding claim 18 Medica, Jr. et al teaches detecting a communications failure 
with a wireless communications system and adding a new entry to the list of unusable 
wireless communications systems, the new entry including an identifier of the failed 
wireless communications system and corresponding avoidance criterion (col. 17, line 
13-col. 18, line 13, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 19 Medica, Jr. et al teaches assigning an avoidance duration to 
the detected system failure and calculating an avoidance time before which the failed 
wireless communications system is unusable, the avoidance time equal to a current 
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time plus the avoidance duration, wherein the avoidance criterion includes the 
avoidance time (col. 18, lines 30-65). 

Regarding claim 20 Medica, Jr. et al teaches maintaining a list of detectable 
wireless communications failures, each detectable wireless communications failure 
having a corresponding avoidance duration; locating the detected system failure in the 
list of wireless communications failures; and using the corresponding avoidance 
duration in the step of calculating (col. 17, line 13-col. 18, line 65, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Regarding claim 21 Medica, Jr. et al teaches wherein processing circuitry is 
further adapted to delete an entry from the list of unusable communications system 
when the corresponding avoidance time is than the current time (col. 17, line 13-col. 
18, line 65, col. 19, lines 10-35). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments filed 8-22-05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Examiner has thoroughly reviewed applicants arguments but firmly 
believes the cited reference to reasonably and properly meets the claimed limitations. 
Applicant argument was directed to the limitations that "maintaining a list of unusable 
wireless communications systems" and an "avoidance criterion". In response, examiner 
would like to point out that Medica, Jr. et al teaches when the user selects the PRL-Non 
Preferred mode (unusable system), the station 3 enters this mode for a finite time. 
The only exception to the system selection process relates to emergency call 
processing. If the mobile telephone is currently in a NO Service condition, the station 3 
will still check for the home system and systems on the PRL list, if the home and PRL 
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list scanning operations fail or not match to detect a SID for an acceptable system 
(usable system), the microprocessor looks for the event following a lock to a non- 
preferred system (unusable system). Preferably, the microprocessor times the period of 
operation for this mode and detects any call activity while in this mode. The 
microprocessor allows the station to stay in this mode for only five minutes or for a 
single call. After the period or the end of the one call, the microprocessor resets the 
station to the PRL Only mode to initiate rescanning for preferred system (col. 18, lines 
30-65, and col. 20, lines 27-45). 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Khawar Iqbal whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7909. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571 ) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2600. 

Khawar Iqbal 




CHARLES APP/AH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



